
Questions?  Please contact RVCOG at 541-664-6674.  If assistance is needed to participate in this meeting, 
please notify us at least 24 hours prior to the meeting to assist staff in providing reasonable accommodation. 

AGENDA 
Rogue Valley Council of Governments 

Board of Directors 
 

 
Date: Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
Board Meeting: 12:00 noon 
Location: Rogue Valley Council of Governments Jefferson Conference Room 
  
 
1. Call to Order / Attendance ......................................................................................................................Chair 
 
2. Introductions and Comments from Members / Public .........................................................................Chair 

 
3. Consent Calendar.....................................................................................................................................Chair 

A. Approve Minutes of April 26th, 2017 Meeting 
 

4. Action Item .............................................................................................................................. Laura O’Bryon 
A. Award of In-Home Services Contract – Laura O’Bryon 

 
6.  Presentations ............................................................................................................................................Chair 

A. Shaker Alert Presentation - Eric Dittmer, Professor Emeritus of Geology and Environmental Studies 
B. Bear Creek Stewardship Day Debrief – Craig Tuss 
 

5. Reports ................................................................................................................................Executive Director 
A. Food & Friends Josephine County – Update  
B. Receivables Report / Balance Sheet / Statement of Revenues and Expenditures 

 
6. Regional Update / Open Air ........................................................................................................................ All 
 
7. Agenda Build ............................................................................................................................................Chair 

 
8. Other Business ..........................................................................................................................................Chair 
 
9. Next Meeting .............................................................................................................................................Chair 

The next meeting will be held in RVCOG’s conference room on Wednesday, June 28th, 2017. 
 

Adjournment 

http://cal.rvcog.org/month.php
http://rvcog.org/mn.asp?pg=Contact_us


Rogue Valley Council of Governments 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Summary Minutes from the April 26th, 2017 Meeting 
 
VOTING MEMBERS 
Present: 
Commissioner Bob Strosser (JACO)   Councilor Roy Lindsay (Grants Pass)                 
Mayor Pam VanArsdale (Rogue River)   Director Carol Doty (JCLD)   
Board Member Jason Catz (SOU)   Mayor Linda Spencer (Butte Falls) 
Councilor Jim Lewis (Jacksonville)   Mayor Bob Russell (Eagle Point)                                    
Mayor Chris Luz (Phoenix)    Board Member Colleen Padilla (SOREDI) 
Councilor Mike Morris (Ashland)   Board Member Mary O’Kief (RCC) 
Board Member Jody Hathaway (ECSO 911)  Councilor Taneea Browning (Central Point) 
Commissioner Dan DeYoung (JOCO)  
 
Absent: 
Gold Hill Representative    Shady Cove Representative 
Cave Junction Representative    RVS Representative   
Medford Representative     RVTD Representative    
Talent Representative     JSWCD Representative 
 
NON-VOTING MEMBERS 
Ian Horlacher (ODOT) 
 
RVCOG STAFF: 
Michael Cavallaro, Ann Marie Alfrey, Cindy Shindell, Donovan Edwards   
 
1.  Call to Order/Attendance 
President Lewis called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m. and asked for roll call. 
 
2.  Introductions, Service Awards and Comments from Members/Public 
None at this time. 
 
3.  Consent Calendar 
MOTION:  Councilor Roy Lindsay moved to approve the minutes of February 22nd, 2017; Appointment 
of Rhonda Lawrence to the Senior Advisory Council and Roquel Wilson to the Disability Services 
Advisory Council.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Pam VanArsdale and approved unanimously. 
 
4.  Action Item: 
Nomination and Election of RVCOG Officers and Executive Committee Members 
Michael Cavallaro, RVCOG Executive Director announced the following Executive Committee positions 
to be filled:  President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, plus three additional positions.  Mr. 
Cavallaro had prefaced his opening comments by also informing the Board that Councilor Dick Gordon,  
who was not able to be present at the meeting, was interested in remaining on the Executive Committee 
and was also willing to join the Budget Committee. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Pam VanArsdale nominated Councilor Jim Lewis for the office of RVCOG Board 
President. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bob Strosser and approved unanimously. 
 
MOTION:  President Jim Lewis nominated Board Member Jody Hathaway for the office of RVCOG 
Board 1st Vice President. The motion was seconded by Councilor Roy Lindsay and approved 
unanimously. 



 
MOTION:  1st Vice President Jody Hathaway nominated Councilor Dick Gordon for the office of 
RVCOG Board 2nd Vice President.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bob Strosser and 
approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Cavallaro pointed out that three open positions on the Executive Committee remained and asked for 
volunteers.  Councilor Roy Lindsay, Mayor Pam VanArsdale and Director Carol Doty volunteered for the 
Executive Committee. 
 
Board Volunteers for Budget Committee Members (3 members, 1 meeting) 
Mr. Cavallaro stated that Councilor Dick Gordon had expressed interest in being on the Budget 
Committee before asking for additional volunteers.  Councilor Roy Lindsay and 1st Vice President Jody 
Hathaway volunteered for the remaining two open positions.  Mr. Cavallaro announced that the Budget 
Committee meeting would take place following the May 24th, 2017 RVCOG Regular Board Meeting. 
 
Legislative Priority – Regional Intellectual/Developmentally Disabled (I/DD) Crisis Program 
Laura O’Bryon, RVCOG SDS Director directed the Boards attention to the Executive Summary – Status 
of Regional I/DD Crisis Program created by Treven Whitney, Southern Region V Manager.  Ms. 
O’Bryon briefly explained the Governors Recommended Budget submitted for the 2017-2019 biennium 
and specifically pointed out that the DHS – I/DD budget is calling for the elimination of all five regional 
programs.  She added that if the statewide program is eliminated our regional program would have 90 
days from the beginning of the fiscal year to close down all operations.  Mr. Whitney has made contact 
with several stakeholder groups, Senators and representatives on the Ways and Means Committee on 
Human Services alerting them to the significant impacts on the local communities if and when those 
programs go away.  Mr. Cavallaro added for RVCOG’s budget purposes the program is included until the 
end of September, but that if it is decided that our programs will remain in place then an eventual budget 
amendment would be in order due to the financial significance of such a change. 
 
5.  Reports 
Shaker Alert-Update 
Mr. Cavallaro passed out three packets on the Shake Alert Pilot Program for the Board to review and 
explained that at the recent Public Managers meeting the University of Oregon’s point of contact 
Professor Leland O’Driscoll, ShakeAlert Project Manager, briefed them on the earthquake early warning 
system that is being created.  Mr. Cavallaro stated that eventually this will become a Pacific Northwest 
Early Warning System for earthquakes in Washington, Oregon, and California.  In some more populated 
areas the required sensors are already established in sufficient densities, while others have lesser 
coverage, which is the case in Southern Oregon.  He described the basic dynamics of an earthquake, 
explaining what would cause the early warning system to be triggered, and cited the importance of an 
early warning being issued, even if it is only seconds or minutes ahead of the earthquake itself.  As 
regards the implementation of pilot programs in different parts of the state, there is interest in Southern 
Oregon because of the collaborative reputation this region has.  Mr. Cavallaro informed the Board that 
Eric Dittmer, Professor Emeritus of Geology and Environmental Studies has been very involved with 
Professor O’Driscoll and is available to come and brief the Board if there is interest.  The Board indicated 
there was and as a result Mr. Dittmer will be invited to the next Board Meeting. 
 
Food & Friends Josephine County – Update 
Mr. Cavallaro explained that with the passing of Ms. Pat Foley, Community Development Specialist Lisa 
Marston, Executive Administrator would take over the Community Development Program.  He described 
the position as extremely critical that it takes a unique skillset and personality.  He acknowledged that 
there will be a transitional period however, as the commitment remains to provide quality administrative 
support to the Library District at the same time that RVCOG is upholding the obligations to the other 
jurisdictions to provide the best grant administration services available.  As far as the Food and Friends 



building was concerned he advised the Board that the Environmental Assessment and request for proposal 
for architectural engineering services can proceed simultaneously.  He added that a waiver had been 
granted that will allow us to pursue a compressed environmental assessment process, and that Ms. 
Marston would attempt to reduce it further.  
 
Receivables Report / Balance Sheet / Statement of Revenues and Expenditures 
Mr. Cavallaro reported that due to financial software conversion issues the reports were not available, 
although he was able to state that there were no issues with receivables.   
 
6.  Regional Update / Open Air 
ECSO – The budget has been approved and they will get one new dispatcher.  Since they consolidated 
with Medford the 911 calls have gone up 26%.  Radio conceptual design with infrastructure is complete 
and has been accepted and now awaiting two Board approvals.  Text to 911 will be up and running very 
soon although pictures and video are not being accepted at this time.  A follow-up question prompted Ms. 
Hathaway to say that while there are benefits to photographs and videos being submitted that the 
Dispatchers do not want to see images that could be graphic in nature --citing traffic accidents as an 
example-- and added that the subject is being discussed at the State level. 
 
Jackson County – Has worked through their budget.  Commissioner Strosser stated that the County had 
lost 127 employees at last count due to the region’s re-shuffling of mental health responsibilities between 
the County and the two Jackson County CCOs.  They are in the final 90 day extension period, within 
which they should be able to provide needed services, but that much depended on the rate of attrition 
during that period.  Commissioner Strosser noted that approximately half of the impacted employees have 
left or are leaving the region. 
 
Grants Pass – Waiting to see what happens with the law enforcement levy as there is a lot that will be 
determined by the outcome.  Councilor Lindsay was asked about a recently released article regarding 
Oregon State Patrol (OSP) not backing up Josephine County if the levy were to fail and he confirmed that 
for about a year there has been a discussion about OSP reducing the current support to the County. 
 
Later on in the meeting Councilor Lindsay announced that the Grants Pass High School marching band 
had been invited to the 2018 Macy’s Parade in New York City, New York, and that money is being raised 
for the trip. 
 
Josephine County – Commissioner DeYoung addressed the law enforcement levy and explained what 
impact the levy would have if approved or not.  He acknowledged that situations like this can create a 
volatile political environment however he is committed in his belief that the citizens should and can 
support their government, particularly if it is something that everyone relies upon.  The interest shown by 
the citizens who have invited him and the Sheriff to meet and discuss the levy and provide property tax 
information does make him feel optimistic. 
 
JCLD – Nothing to report. 
 
SOU – Held a Board Meeting to address the tuition increase which was approved by the Board and 
reported that they had engaged both the campus and community through a variety of forums.  The Tuition 
Assistance Committee which includes several students unanimously recommended the increase in tuition.  
Mr. Catz did point out that while the 12% increase was approved by the Board that it could be reduced 
depending on what increases the legislature provides to fund higher education.  The next step in the 
process will be gaining approval from the State Higher Education Coordinating Commission. 
 
RCC – Has had to reduce staff and increase tuition by $5 per credit.  RCC was awarded a grant from the 
Economic Development Administration for the High Technology Center. 



 
SOREDI – Thanked all of the jurisdictions for their support.  They will hold their 30 year anniversary at 
the Eagle Point Gold Club on June 21st, 2017 and will be sending out invitations shortly.  
 
Butte Falls – Like many jurisdictions they to continue to struggle with their budget.  Two grants were 
awarded for Earthquake Retrofit for both the high school and fire department.  
 
Phoenix – Since Mayor Luz has been on the Council he has noted that there does not seem to be a high 
level of attendance by the citizens at the Council Meetings so they have decided to hold these meetings in 
various locations around town to make it easier for the public to attend.  They are also holding one hour 
Town Hall Meetings prior to the Council Meetings.  In addition, they have also added high school student 
liaisons to various councils and commissions in the City to get them more involved in their community. 
 
ODOT – Reminded everyone that “construction season” is coming up quickly and reiterated the need for 
drivers to be aware of their surroundings and to slow down in the construction zones.  An extensive 
Distracted Drivers Campaign has begun.  A legislative package on transportation is scheduled to be voted 
upon on Wednesday, May 3rd, 2017. 
 
Rogue River – Michael Bollweg has been selected as the new Public Works Director.  The budget has 
been accepted, and included in this year’s budget is the purchase of three new SUV’s. 
 
Eagle Point – The 12th annual Vintage Fair is on May 13th, 2017.  This is a free event that includes trolley 
rides and horse drawn wagons.  The new 1.6 million gallon reservoir is operating and the new Splash 
Park is ready for summer. 
 
Central Point – They began their budget meeting this week.  May 13th, 2017 will kick off the Saturday 
Market.  Freedom Festival is coming up and the Blue Knights from Denver, Colorado, a drum and bugle 
corps will be marching in the parade.  The Visitor’s Center recently completed its rebranding process. 
 
Ashland – An authorization has been made to hire five new police officers which will be funded through a 
utility fee.  Budget process has been started.  Looking at locating a new water treatment plant, reservoirs 
and pump stations but it is costly. 
 
Jacksonville – Acquired a replacement trolley, it is a little smaller but has windows and standing room.  
Recently hired their first female officer who has been serving in Multnomah County but actually grew up 
in Jacksonville, Oregon and she is fluent in Spanish.  A concern on the horizon is the eventual retirement 
of both the Sheriff and Public Works Director which have been in their positions for over 25 years, the 
retirements are expected within the next three years. 
 
Agenda Build 
President Lewis reminded the Board that Eric Dittmer, Professor Emeritus of Geology and Environmental 
Studies will be a presenter at the next Board Meeting held on May 24th, 2017. 
    
Next Meeting 
The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 28th, 2017, in RVCOG’s conference room. 
 
Adjournment:  President Lewis adjourned the meeting at 1:18 p.m. 
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RVCOG BOARD ACTION ITEM 
 AWARD OF IN-HOME SERVICES CONTRACTS 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the RVCOG Board award contracts for the period July 1, 2017 
through June 30, 2018 to:  1) Addus HealthCare, Inc. d/b/a Addus Home Care and 2) 
All Care In-home Care Solutions.  Following satisfactory annual assessment and 
mutual agreement, the contracts may be extended in 12-month increments for an 
additional four years (through June 30, 2021). 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
On March 10, 2017, RVCOG released a Request for Applications (RFA).   The purpose of 
the Request for Applications (RFA) was to seek Applicants who wish to establish a 
contractual relationship with the Senior and Disability Services Rogue Valley Council of 
Governments (SDS RVCOG) to provide throughout the Jackson and Josephine County 
area home care and personal care (in-home) services to authorized: 1) Oregon Project 
Independence (OPI) clients who are 60 years old or older or are younger adults who have 
been diagnosed as having Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder; or 2) OPI clients who 
are age 19 – 59 who have physical disabilities. The RFA stated that “it is RVCOG’s intent 
to offer a contract to each Applicant who meets the Minimum Qualifications and 
adequately describes their ability to provide the work outlined in the Scope of Work of the 
RFA. Successful Applicants awarded contracts for home care and personal care services 
for the period July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 will be reimbursed as follows:  Home 
Care Services - $19.27/hour; Personal Care Services - $22.37/hour.” 
 
Two applications were submitted:   

1. Addus HealthCare, Inc. d/b/a Addus Home Care 
2. All Care In-Home Care Solutions 

  
The Request for Application Evaluation Committee met Friday, May 12, 2017 to review 
the applications.  The Committee recommends that the Board award contracts to both 
applicants.   
 
IN-HOME SERVICES APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE:  Carol Terry, Jan 
Shipley, Lauren Champagne, Laura O’Bryon Pat Jenkins, Sandy Divine, Sandy Theis 



Bear Creek Stewardship Day, April 22, 2017. 
 
 
The cities of Medford and Phoenix partnered with organizations such as the Medford Food  
Co-op, Starbucks Coffee, the Gordon Ellwood Foundation, Jackson Soil and Water Conservation 
District and Rogue Valley Council of Governments and organized volunteers from local 
businesses, schools, churches and service groups to perform a Bear Creek Stewardship Day.  The 
event removed litter and debris along Bear Creek and the Bear Creek Greenway from Highway 
62 to the U.S. Cellular Community Park in south Medford and Blue Heron Park in Phoenix on 
April 22nd. 
 
Stop Oregon Litter and Vandalism (SOLVE) was the state-wide sponsor and we have several 
local sponsors for the event including the Rogue Valley Mall, Food 4 Less, Trader Joes, the 
Rogue Credit Union and REI. 
 
The event ran from 9 am-12 pm, please see the list below with the following five locations and 
the approximation of how much garbage was collected at each of the sites: 
 

1. McAndrews Road: 26 folks, 1500 pounds of trash 
2. Hawthorne Park: 12 folks, 500 pounds 
3. Bear Creek Park : 25 folks, 1750 pounds 
4. Coyote Trails : 20 folks, 500 pounds 
5. Blue Heron Park;  35 folks, 540 pounds 

 
The check-ins began at 8:30 and provided information about the cleanup effort and also provided 
water, juice and snacks for cleanup volunteers. 
 
Our efforts resulted in 118 participants who removed almost 2.5 tons of trash from 
approximately five miles of the Bear Creek Greenway corridor. 
 
Statewide SOLVE engaged close to 6,000 volunteers, removed over 35 tons of trash, planted 
3,300 native trees and shrubs, and cleared 10 acres of invasive plants from 162 different sites 
across Oregon. 
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