Appendix X111

Regional Problem Solving Statute



COLLABORATIVE REGIONAL PROBLEM SOLVING STATUTE, 197.652 - 658

197.652 Establishing regional problem-solving programs.
Programs of the collaborative regional problem-solving process described in ORS 197.654 and 197.656
shall be established in counties or regions geographically distributed throughout the state.
[1996 c.6 83; 1997 ¢.365 81]
197.654 Regional problem solving; coordination.
(1) Local governments and those special districts that provide urban services may enter into a
collaborative regional problem-solving process. A collaborative regional problem-solving process is a
planning process directed toward resolution of land use problems in a region. The process must offer an
opportunity to participate with appropriate state agencies and all local governments within the region
affected by the problems that are the subject of the problem-solving process. The process must include:
(a) An opportunity for involvement by other stakeholders with an interest in the problem; and
(b) Efforts among the collaborators to agree on goals, objectives and measures of success for steps
undertaken to implement the process as set forth in ORS 197.656.
(2) As used in ORS 197.652 to 197.658, "region™ means an area of one or more counties, together with
the cities within the county, counties, or affected portion of the county. [1996 ¢.6 84]
197.656 Commission may acknowledge regional plans not in compliance with goals; participation
by state agencies; commission review of implementing regulations and plan amendments; use of
resource lands.
(1) Upon invitation by the local governments in a region, the Land Conservation and Development
Commission and other state agencies may participate with the local governments in a collaborative
regional problem-solving process.
(2) Following the procedures set forth in this subsection, the commission may acknowledge amendments
to comprehensive plans and land use regulations, or new land use regulations, that do not fully comply
with the rules of the commission that implement the statewide planning goals, without taking an
exception, upon a determination that:
(a) The amendments or new provisions are based upon agreements reached by all local participants,
the commission and other participating state agencies, in the collaborative regional problem-solving
process;
(b) The regional problem-solving process has included agreement among the participants on:
(A) Regional goals for resolution of each regional problem that is the subject of the process;
(B) Optional techniques to achieve the goals for each regional problem that is the subject of the
process;
(C) Measurable indicators of performance toward achievement of the goals for each regional
problem that is the subject of the process;
(D) A system of incentives and disincentives to encourage successful implementation of the
techniques chosen by the participants to achieve the goals;
(E) A system for monitoring progress toward achievement of the goals; and
(F) A process for correction of the techniques if monitoring indicates that the techniques are not
achieving the goals; and
(c) The agreement reached by regional problem-solving process participants and the implementing
plan amendments and land use regulations conform, on the whole, with the purposes of the statewide
planning goals.
(3) A local government that amends an acknowledged comprehensive plan or land use regulation or
adopts a new land use regulation in order to implement an agreement reached in a regional
problem-solving process shall submit the amendment or new regulation to the commission in the manner
set forth in ORS 197.628 to 197.650 for periodic review or set forth in ORS 197.251
for acknowledgment.
(4) The commission shall have exclusive jurisdiction for review of amendments or new regulations



described in subsection (3) of this section. A participant or stakeholder in the collaborative regional
problem-solving process shall not raise an issue before the commission on review that was not raised at
the local level.

(5) If the commission denies an amendment or new regulation submitted pursuant to subsection (3) of this
section, the commission shall issue a written statement describing the reasons for the denial and
suggesting alternative methods for accomplishing the goals on a timely basis.

(6) If, in order to resolve regional land use problems, the participants in a collaborative regional
problem-solving process decide to devote agricultural land or forestland, as defined in the statewide
planning goals, to uses not authorized by those goals, the participants shall choose land that is not part of
the region’s commercial agricultural or forestland base, or take an exception to those goals pursuant to
ORS 197.732. To identify land that is not part of the region’s commercial agricultural or forestland base,
the participants shall consider the recommendation of a committee of persons appointed by the affected
county, with expertise in appropriate fields, including but not limited to farmers, ranchers, foresters and
soils scientists and representatives of the State Department of Agriculture, the State Department of
Forestry and the Department of Land Conservation and Development.

(7) The Governor shall require all appropriate state agencies to participate in the collaborative regional
problem-solving process.

[1996 c.6 85; 2001 c.672 §11]

197.658 Modifying local work plan.

In addition to the provisions of ORS 197.644, the Land Conservation and Development

Commission may modify an approved work program when a local government has agreed to participate
in a collaborative regional problem-solving process pursuant to ORS 197.654 and 197.656. [1996 c.6 86]



